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Thanks to each of you for partnering with our family in this ministry.  God has been so gracious to 
allow us great friends who have joined us in our efforts to see people in the Philippines come to know 
Christ.  We are so thankful for the sacrifices that are made to provide for the needs of God’s ministry 
through us.  We cannot thank each of you enough for the financial contributions as well as the 
continual prayer support.  We wish you all the happiest of holidays.   
 
 
He is Faithful, 
 
 
Josh and Val 
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Dear Friends and Family, 
We hope all of you are having a wonderful holiday season.  We are so happy to be in the USA for the holidays this year.  
We have spent the last 3 holiday seasons in the Philippines, and it is true what they say:  “There’s no place like home for 
the holidays.”  After fruitful weeks and months of traveling, we’re hoping for a white Christmas in Kansas.  
 

Our kids probably think their new residence is a white minivan.  We have logged a lot of hours driving, but have been 
blessed with great travelers.  I had to laugh when I heard myself using the common road trip phrases such as, “Keep your 
hands to yourself” and “Do we need to stop the car?”  
 

One of the greatest blessings of furlough is time with family. We got to spend Thanksgiving in New Jersey with my entire 
family. Along with fantastic food and fun, my sister announced that she and her husband are expecting their first baby! We 
are thrilled and anxiously awaiting the arrival before we head back to the Philippines. 
 

We are prayerful and thankful everyday that the kids are happy and healthy. Aside from a cold here and there, our kids are 
handling the climate changes very well. With all our traveling recently, Mackenzie has unfortunately missed some 
preschool. She is so excited to see her friends again.  Bella is talking more each day and we love anticipating what she’ll 
say next. Most of the time, she mimics what her big sisters says and does. Like his sisters, Deacon brings so much joy to 
our lives. His smiles can brighten the room (it’s possible that this is just a bold statement from a proud mother.)  
 

We look forward to Christmas with Josh’s entire family. We’re so thankful that both families have made the great effort to 
spend the holidays with us while we’re home.  
 

Our efforts to raise support have 
been going well during this furlough.  
Our goals are to raise $1000 per 
month in additional committed 
support and $5000 in total one-time 
gifts.  So far we have raised about 
$400/month in additional monthly 
gifts and just over $1000 in one time 
gifts.  We are so thankful to those 
who have joined our ministry team.  
We are continually blessed by the 
many sacrifices that all of you make 
to help make His ministry through us 
successful.   

Our furlough is going very well.  
So far we have been in Kansas, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New Hampshire, 
New York, Pennsylvania 
Colorado, and Wyoming.  After 
Christmas we will be going again 
to Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, 
Nebraska, New Jersey and then 
Texas, Oklahoma, Indiana, and 
Illinois.  It has been great 
catching up with our friends and 
family, and filling them in all of 
the things that we have been a 
part of over the last 3.5 years. 

From January 1 to January 16, 
Josh will be headed back to 
Manila to help lead a basketball 
ministry trip.  A team from Perth, 
Western Australia will be visiting 
Antique Province on the island of 
Panay.  There they will partner 
with close to 20 churches in an 
effort to help them recruit and 
evangelize the people in their 
area.  Please remember to pray 
for the success of this trip.  First, 
pray for the Holy Spirit to open 
hearts and ears to hear the 
wonderful message of the Gospel.  
Secondly pray for safety as the 
team travels.  When we are faced 
with challenges and difficulties 
on our trips, it is essential that 
there are as many people as 
possible lifting us up in prayer. 

Thank you to all of you who have included this ministry in your Christmas giving.  
Anyone who would still like to make a tax-deductible donation can send it to the address 
at the bottom of the page.  Please indicate Josh and Valerie Manthe on the gift. 


